
I’ve always been a big advocate of Tele
Vue’s Nagler eyepieces and the Paracorr
coma corrector. I find that combining the
two with modern fast focus Newtonians
delivers a synergistic optical improvement
that’s difficult, if not impossible, to dupli-
cate with other eyepieces. 

I purchased my first Nagler eyepiece at
the 1987 Texas Star Party (TSP), a 13-mm
Type 1 that would change my expectations
of wide-field performance forever. As I
recall, two years later, back at the Texas Star
Party, Tom Clark and I got a sneak peek at
an early production Paracorr. But at f/5, in
my 20-inch Dobsonian and Tom’s 25-
incher, I didn’t realize the full impact of
how this new accessory would help evolve
the Dobsonian telescope. Ten years later, 
I sold my custom 20-inch Tectron
Dobsonian and took delivery on a 22-inch
f/4 StarMaster - and with a Paracorr and a
31-mm Type 5 Nagler - enjoyed the ulti-
mate “richest field” experience.

Over the years my Type 1 and Type 2
Naglers have been replaced with Type 5s
and Type 6s , and I replaced my StarMaster
22 with a new StarStructure 22 last year.
But in April of 2007, the discussion boards
were hinting that something special from
Tele Vue would be announced at the

Northeast Astronomy Forum, and on the
28th of April, the 100-degree apparent field
of view 13-mm Ethos eyepiece was intro-
duced, and Tele Vue had “done it again.”

Field reports followed from TSP and
the Riverside Telescope Makers Conference
in June, and I read my first Ethos review a
few days later in Cloudy Nights Forums, an
online discussion board. It took three more
months to find out the anticipated selling
price, $620. Ethos reviews continued to fil-
ter in from select “testers” across the coun-
try, and in late August, Sky and Telescope
magazine rated the Ethos optical perform-
ance as 5 stars, “Sensibly perfect. No mean-
ingful improvements possible.” I hadn’t
looked through one yet - but I already
wanted one!

I attended the Peach State Star Gaze
(PSSG) from October 10th through the
14th. This was the first year the event
would be held at the Deerlick Astronomy
Village about 90 miles east of Atlanta, and
the weather gods were kind - the skies were
spectacular! The scuttlebutt at the site was
that one of the PSSG attendees had an
Ethos with him, and I was motivated to
find out who, and to see if I could beg, bor-
row, or steal a few minutes of “Ethos time.”
As luck would have it, John and Jane

Kuehn were quite interested in my new 22-
inch StarStructure, and we ended up
spending several hours observing together.
What’s particularly interesting about this
chance meeting is that John had made his
Ethos purchase, from Camera Concepts, at
the star party on the day I arrived! What’s
even more interesting is that he didn’t buy
just one - not when he could have two at
twice the price - John and Jane are
Denkmeier fans! We observed until we
were exhausted, and then we observed
some more. I think the most memorable
view was M57, it truly felt like I was float-
ing in space above the nebula - the tele-
scope had disappeared! I ordered my Ethos
eyepiece when I returned home, an early
Christmas present from my wife, Lynne.
Unfortunately, success breeds backorders,
and mine arrived after Christmas, but well
in advance of The Winter Star Party.

At the 2008 Winter Star Party, I
hooked up with Bob Gulley, a fellow Local
Group astronomy club member who was
also at the PSSG and who, like me, ordered
and took delivery of his Ethos eyepiece
within days of mine. Together, we
approached Mike Harvey and convinced
him to remove the MallinCam from his
28-inch StarStructure and load up our two
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Tele Vue’s
Ethos

If Tele Vue introduced an eyepiece with a
wider apparent field of view, it would have

to come with a rear-view mirror!




